
 

 

June 2, 2021 

 

 

The Honorable James E. Risch     

Ranking Member       

Senate Committee on Foreign Relations   

423 Dirksen Senate Office Building    

Washington, D.C. 20510     

 

 

Dear Ranking Member Risch:  

 

We write with a great sense of urgency to respectfully request that you release your hold 

on tens of millions of dollars in appropriated humanitarian aid that is so desperately needed to 

meet the needs of hundreds of thousands of Palestinian civilians rebuilding their lives in the wake 

of the fighting between Hamas and Israel earlier this month. 

  

Gaza is experiencing a humanitarian catastrophe. Buildings lie in rubble. Access to clean 

water and electricity is sporadic or nonexistent. Food insecurity is spreading. COVID-19 is running 

rampant and thousands of people have been displaced and rendered homeless. The magnitude of 

the crisis is staggering.  

 

This humanitarian and development aid was passed in FY20 with bipartisan support and 

signed by the former President. 

  

As the ceasefire takes hold, the United States can help relieve the suffering of countless 

innocent civilians. The assistance aid notified by the State Department is to be provided in full 

accordance with U.S. law. It is administered and overseen by our government and by trusted and 

vetted partners on the ground. Secretary Antony Blinken has made clear that Hamas and other 

terrorist groups will not benefit from our humanitarian assistance. 

  

Rendering humanitarian assistance to the Palestinian population serves American values 

as well as our diplomatic and security interests. Please act with dispatch to release these funds. 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

JAMIE RASKIN 

Member of Congress 
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DAVID E. PRICE       JAN SCHAKOWSKY 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

DONALD S. BEYER JR.      JESÚS G. "CHUY" GARCÍA 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

RASHIDA TLAIB       JIM COOPER 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

ALAN LOWENTHAL      GERALD E. CONNOLLY 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

JARED HUFFMAN       ANDY LEVIN 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

RO KHANNA        MARK POCAN 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

ILHAN OMAR       ZOE LOFGREN 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

JOAQUIN CASTRO       SARA JACOBS 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

JAMES P. MCGOVERN      DAVID TRONE 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

PRAMILA JAYAPAL      MONDAIRE JONES 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

EARL BLUMENAUER      PETER WELCH  

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

ALEXANDRIA OCASIO-CORTEZ     MIKE DOYLE 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

BRENDA L. LAWRENCE      AYANNA PRESSLEY 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

MIKE THOMPSON       STEPHEN LYNCH 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ      MARIE NEWMAN 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 
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AL GREEN        JERROLD NADLER 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

YVETTE D. CLARKE      RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

BOBBY L. RUSH       ANDY KIM 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

MARK TAKANO       ANDRÉ CARSON 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

DANNY K. DAVIS       KATIE PORTER 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

JAHANA HAYES        JAMAAL BOWMAN, Ed. D. 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

ANNA G. ESHOO       JUDY CHU 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

PAUL D. TONKO       LISA BLUNT ROCHESTER 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

MARY GAY SCANLON      SETH MOULTON 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ    KAREN BASS 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

DEBBIE DINGELL       TED DEUTCH  

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

BRADLEY S. SCHNEIDER      ROSA L. DELAURO 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

SUSAN WILD       DAVID CICILLINE 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

MIKIE SHERRILL       BARBARA LEE 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

DWIGHT EVANS       MADELEINE DEAN 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 
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DANIEL T. KILDEE       KATHY MANNING 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

 

ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON     BRIAN HIGGINS 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

ANGIE CRAIG       ANN MCLANE KUSTER 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

CAROLYN BOURDEAUX      BILL PASCRELL, JR. 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

MAXINE WATERS       JIMMY GOMEZ 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

VERONICA ESCOBAR      DINA TITUS 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

JENNIFER WEXTON      STEVEN HORSFORD 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

SUZANNE BONAMICI      STENY HOYER 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

DEAN PHILLIPS       PETER A. DEFAZIO 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

NIKEMA WILLIAMS      STACEY E. PLASKETT 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

KATHERINE CLARK      ABIGAIL D. SPANBERGER 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN     DIANA DEGETTE 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON     TOM MALINOWSKI 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

KATHY CASTOR       JAKE AUCHINCLOSS 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.     ADRIANO ESPAILLAT 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 
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JOHN YARMUTH       LLOYD DOGGETT 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

SUZAN K. DELBENE      JOHN P. SARBANES 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

LINDA SÁNCHEZ       SALUD CARBAJAL 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

CAROLYN B. MALONEY      GRACE MENG 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

ADAM SMITH       JOE COURTNEY 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

JERRY MCNERNEY       SHARICE L. DAVIDS 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

ROBIN L. KELLY       MARILYN STRICKLAND 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

LORI TRAHAN       ALMA S. ADAMS, Ph. D. 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.       COLIN Z. ALRED 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

BETTY MCCOLLUM      ALBIO SIRES 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

THOMAS R. SUOZZI      JACKIE SPEIER 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

ERIC SWALWELL       ELISSA SLOTKIN 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

WILLIAM R. KEATING      FRANK PALLONE, JR.  

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

JULIA BROWNLEY       DEREK KILMER 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

CONOR LAMB       CHRISSY HOULAHAN 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 
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ANTHONY G. BROWN      J. LUIS CORREA 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

LOIS FRANKEL       MIKE LEVIN 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

MIKE QUIGLEY       ANN KIRKPATRICK 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

JOHN B. LARSON       HALEY STEVENS 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

STEVE COHEN       A. DONALD MCEACHIN 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

DARREN SOTO       CHELLIE PINGREE 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

MARK DESAULNIER      JIMMY PANETTA 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

NORMA J. TORRES       RITCHIE TORRES 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

BILL FOSTER       DEBORAH K. ROSS 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

TOM O’HALLERAN       BRAD SHERMAN 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress  

       

RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI      RON KIND 

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

FREDERICA S. WILSON 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 


